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France is one of the leading state of the Europe. France is member of the European Union and many other
international organizations. France has independent foreign policy. France is one of the most economically
developed countries in the world. Sentiment of exceptionality has played remarkable role in French history.

Political and ideological sources of the position of president in French Fifth Republic are analyzed. The pro-
cess of the creation of current French constitution are described. The term “patriotism” is described. The role
and place of Charles de Gaulle in the development of the French Republic are described in the article. His
attitude toward political parties and their influence on the political and social life of the state are analyzed.

Charles de Gaulle became prime minister in spring 1958 and he faces two challenges: to resolve
the crisis in Algeria and to prepare a new constitutional text. Charles de Gaulle was the biggest authority
in France in 1958 and it was not surprised that his proposal was accepted by French in referendum in
September 1958. The Fifth republic was created. The form of the government created by the 1958 Con-
stitution is a semi-presidential form of government. The presidential mandate was set on seven years.
After referendum in 2000 — the length of the presidential mandate was shorten to five years. The de Gaulle
itself embodied two traditions of French political history: the tradition of authority, order and stability and the tra-
dition of the slogans of the French Revolution “Liberté, Egalité, Fraternité”. Politics, political views of Charles de
Gaulle and his position on the political development of the country are analized in the article.

The process of the creation of current French constitution was long-termed. It is the result of cri-
sis of French Fourth republic and ideology of Gaullism, French nationalism and of course patriotism
of Charles de Gaulle.

Key words: French President, Charles de Gaulle, French Constitution

®paHuis € ogHieto 3 NPoBIgHUX Aepxas y €sponi. dpaHuia € uneHom €sponericbkoro Cotosy Ta Garatbox
iHLIMX MiDKHapOOHWX opraHisauin. ®paHLis NPOBOAUTL HE3AMEXHY 30BHILLHIO NOMITUKY. paHLis € ogHIero 3 Han-
BifnbLL EKOHOMIYHO PO3BUHEHKMX KpaiH CBITY. [o4yTTa BUHATKOBOCTI Bigirpano Heabusky porb Y ictopii @paHuii.

B cTatTi npoaHanizoBaHo NoniTMYHI Ta igeonorivHi mxepena nocagun npesvaeHTta y dparuysskin [1'aTin
pecny6niui. OnucaHo Npouec CTBOPEHHSI YMHHOI (paHLy3bKOI KOHCTUTYLiI. B cTaTTi onmMcaHo TepMiH
«natpioTnamy. Ponb Ta micue Wapns ge MNonng y po3sutky ®paHuy3ekoi pecnybnikvu onucaHo B cTatTi. [1po-
aHani3oBaHo MOro CTaBMEHHS 40 MNOMITUYHMX NapTil Ta X BAAMB HA MOMITUYHE i CYCMiNbHE XUTTS AepXKaBu.

LWapnb ge Monnb ctaB npem'ep-MiHiCTpoM HaBecHi 1958 poky, i nepen HUM CTOANN ABa BUKIUKKL: BU-
pilWnT KpK3y B Amkupi Ta nNiarotyBaTv HOBUM KOHCTUTYLiINHWUIA TekcT. Wapnb ae MNonnb 6ys HanbinbLmm
asToputetom y ®paHuii B 1958 podi, i He Byno AMBHUM, LLO MOro Npono3uLito paHLy3n NPUAHANK Ha
pedepenaymi y BepecHi 1958 poky. MN'aty pecnybniky 6yno ctsopeHo. dopma npaeniHHSA, 3rigHO 3 CTBO-
peHoi KoHctutyuieto 1958 poky, € HaniBnpe3ngeHTCbKo hopmoto npasniHHg. MaHgat npesungeHTa 6yB
BCTAHOBMEHMIN Ha cim pokiB. lMicna pedepengymy 2000 poky — TpuBanicTb NPE3VAEHTCLKOrO MaHaaTy
ckopoTunacs oo n'atu pokie. LWapnb ae Monnb BTINWB ABI Tpaguuii NoniTMYHOI icTopil ®paHuii: Tpaguuito
Bragwu, Nopsaky Ta ctabineHocTi Ta Tpaguuito racen ®paHuyaekoi pesontouii “Liberté, Egalité, Fraternité”.
Y cTaTTi npoaHanisoBaHo NoniTuky, noniTnyHi nornsaau Wapnsa ge Monng Ta noro noauuito Woao noniTny-
HOrO PO3BUTKY KpaiHu.

MNpoLec CTBOPEHHS YNHHOI dpaHLy3bKOT KOHCTUTYLIT O6yB goBroTpueanum. Lle pesynsrat kpuau dpaH-
Ly3bKOI YeTBepTOi pecnybniku Ta igeonorii ronniamy, paHLy3bKoro HauioHaniamy i, 3BM4anHo, NaTpioTus-
my Wapns ge lNonns.

Knrouvosi cnoBa: npe3ngeHT Opanuii, Lapnb ae Monnb, dpaHuy3bka KOHCTUTYLS.
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Introduction

France is the leading state of the European
Union and one of the regional powers with
ambitious to be still world power.

Its power status stems from the following:

— a seat in the Security Council UN;

— ownership of nuclear weapons;

— member of the European Union,;

— successful cultural diplomacy through
Francophonie's involvement (presence) in its
former colonies;

— independent foreign policy (withdrawal
from the NATO military, blocking the entry
of the United Kingdom into the European
Communities, a critical assessment of the for-
eign policy of other superpowers);

— sentiment of exceptionality.

Sentiment of exceptionality has played
remarkable role in French history.

According to Jacques Rupnik the aspect
of this exceptionality is certainly related
to the French Revolution form 1789.
Three different moments were visible
there —the moment of revolution, the moment
of democracy and national moment.
They were joined all. The following his-
tory has shown that the moment of revo-
lution and the moment of democratic can
be opposed. However, above-mentioned
heritage shows us that analysis of pro-
cesses of history is important to understand
the source of French exceptionality.

French revolution with a universal mes-
sage invented democracy and the declaration
of Human Rights. That kind of perception
of exceptionality and universality is unparal-
leled in Europe. The only analogy is found
in the United States. This is one of the main
reasons why the relationship between France
and the US is so difficult [1, p. 185].

Results

The process of the creation of current
French constitution was long-termed. The text
is the result of crisis of French Fourth repub-
lic and ideology of Gaullism, French nation-
alism and of course patriotism of Charles de
Gaulle and his political opinions.

Andrew Heywood talks about conserva-
tive nationalism in connection with Gaul-
lism. According to him, this type of nation-
alism tends to develop in stabilized national
states rather than in the states where the pro-
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cess of creating a national state has not yet
been completed [2, p. 147].

The goal of this kind of nationalism was
“maintaining national unity by promoting
patriotism and pride in your state, especially
against the disruptive ideas of class solidarity
proclaimed by the socialists” [2, p. 147; 3].

According to Andrew Heywood, Charles
de Gaulle was particularly successful to use
nationalism for conservative goals.

De Gaulle referred to “national pride in
guiding his independent and sometimes anti-
American defense and foreign policy, which
included French leaving of NATO. He has also
tried to restore order and authority in social
life and to build a strong state based on greater
presidential powers. This policy has helped
conservatives stay in power since the founding
of the Fifth Republic until the election of Mit-
terand as president in 19817 [2, p. 147].

For political scientists is nationalism theo-
retical category — and it is one of the political
ideologies. It is different for politicians —
the term “nationalism” has often negative con-
notations for them. Charles de Gaulle did not
like it — he did not use this term to explain his
position — he preferred the term patriotism.

Patriotism is “love for a homeland that
is ready to stand in its defense ... often con-
fuses itself to nationalism. Patriotism 1is
a much older belief and it is not so much
burdened with theory. Nationalism assumes
that nations exist as real and distinctive
entities. In contrast, patriotism can simply
mean affection and a sense of connection
to a particular place or way of life and does
not require any abstract idea of “country”
or fatherland. In fact, patriotism is a senti-
ment rather than a political idea. However, it
can be used in the service of various beliefs,
especially in the wars” [4, p. 344].

After the World War II Charles de Gaulle
thought that new French constitution must sig-
nificantly strengthen the president's powers.

According to him, the new constitu-
tion (the new Fourth republic constitution)
should strengthen the role of the executive
at the expense of parliament and politi-
cal parties. The executive, and in particular
the president, were to stand above the politi-
cal parties and all social classes and repre-
sent the interests of France as a whole.
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His critical attitude toward political parties
and their influence on the political and social
life of the state was one of the main reasons
for Charles de Gaulle's resignation in 1946.
Governments in his view were dependent on
the will of political parties and their leaders.
The most important posts were not occupied
on the basis of expertise but party affilia-
tion. He formulated his position in the spring
of 1946 as follows:

“France will never change. There will
always be a revolutionary crowd on the left:
Communists at this point. Then we always
have a certain number of ideologists, chea-
ters and utopians who were still radical
yesterday and today, they are socialists.
There are still conservatives who consider
themselves progressive...on the right side,
where the crowd of Catholics, traditiona-
lists, owners, industrialists and wholesa-
lers meet... Finally, there is a swamp with-
out faith and no law in the center... This
1s the main reason why the parties are not
the solution... They bring only their exclu-
sivity... Communists are trying to prevent
the reaction and the right is trying to pre-
vent Moscow's dictatorship” [5, p. 323].

The text of the Constitution prepared
by the Constituent Assembly (and with-
out Charles de Gaulle as he was not part
of the political life anymore), dominated by
Communists and Socialists, was rejected in
a referendum in May 1946 (Figure 1).

French constitutional
referendum
April 1946 (%)

100
80
60
40
20

52,82

Against

47,18
For

Fig. 1

Source: [6]
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The newly elected Constituent Assem-
bly, in which the left did not already have
the majority, prepared a new text of the con-
stitution, which was accepted by the French
in a referendum in October 1946. Charles de
Gaulle text of the new constitution rejected.

French constitutional
referendum
October 1946 (%)

100
80
60
40
20

53,24
For

Fig. 2

46,75

Against

Source: [7]

The question is whether Charles de Gaulle
had already planned his return to politics in
1946. In his criticism of political parties, he
went even further. Even he was prepared for
the crisis of the Fourth republic and we know
now that he was right — we can see it in these
his words: “Nobody's planning anything,
nobody's risking anything. Moreover, when
the crisis comes, they will all be as little as they
are in forties. So let us take care of just one: let
us stay intact under the protection of my wings
so that we can reappear when the danger goes
away. That is why I will let them go down to
the bottom. I have time. It is terrible, but we
have to go through it. Only then, I will be able
to present my terms” [5, p. 323].

The Fourth Republic is one of the most
difficult and chaotic periods in French his-
tory. Unlike other European powers, France
has faced two major events:

— the Cold War;

— decolonization.

Other European powers were not under
such pressures.

— British and the Dutch were concerned
only with decolonization;
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— Italians with only the processes associ-
ated with the Cold War;

— Germans neither or the other.

However, the French had to deal with
the pressure of the USSR and Stalin on the one
hand and the strong position of the French
Communists, who, after 1947 (they were
excluded from the government), de facto
contributed to encouraging social unrest in
the country, along with the gradual collapse
of the colonial empire and the associated
colonial wars including uprisings in colonies
(Madagascar, Algeria, Indochina) 5, p. 322].

Inaddition,Francewasinapermanentpolit-
ical crisis. Only between 1946 and 1954 there
were 20 different governments. By 1958,
7 others.

In this situation, most of the political
leaders agreed that Charles de Gaulle could
be the person who would bring the coun-
try out of the crisis (but not all of them —
the most influential opponent was Frangois
Mitterand).

Charles de Gaulle became prime minister
with full power in spring 1958.

He faces two challenges:

— to resolve the crisis in Algeria

— to prepare a new constitutional text.

Critics of the new French Constitution
prepared by Charles de Gaulle highlighted
two moments:

1. On the basis of the new constitution,
France was transformed into an elected dic-
tatorship.

2. The political system based on the con-
stitution France could be transformed into
new military dictatorship in the manner
of Napoleon Bonaparte [8, p. 402].

The new constitution was based on political
opinions and attitudes of Charles de Gaulle.
According to the original idea of General de
Gaulle, published in 1946 and repeated after
1958, the president should be an arbitrator in
politics. It was then necessary to give him suf-
ficient powers to be able to perform this func-
tion. The practice also has shown that powers
written in constitution are not the source of all
presidential power. Depending on the politi-
cal situation, the powers of the president may
be limited or extended” [9, p. 104].
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Charles de Gaulle was the biggest author-
ity in France in 1958. It was not surprised
that his proposal was accepted by French in
referendum in September 1958 (Figure 3).
The Fifth republic was created.

French constitutional
referendum
September 1958 (%)
82,6
100
80 17.4
60
40
: -3
0
For Against
Fig. 3

Source: [10]

The form of the government created by
the 1958 Constitution is a semi-presidential
form of government. In this case, the presi-
dent (Head of State) and parliament are
elected directly.

A specific characteristic is the strong posi-
tion of the president, who has the right to dis-
solve parliament and at the same time to select
the person who will chair the Government if
the government is not chaired by him.

However, parliament has the right to give
the government a lack of confidence.

At the same time, there is a permanent con-
flict between the prime minister and the presi-
dent if the president and prime minister do not
come from the same political party (or at least
one of the parties forming a government coali-
tion). The Fifth French Republic faced this
situation (cohabitation) during the presiden-
tial mandate of Francois Mitterand (the prime
minister was Jacques Chirac) and during
the presidential mandate of Jacques Chirac
(the prime minister was Lionel Jospin).

We can assume that Charles de Gaulle
did not expect this situation (cohabitation).
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The prime minister was de facto accountable
to the president (the result of party hierarchy).
The political category of the semi-presiden-
tial system also did not correspond to France
at the time of Charles de Gaulle's presidency
in view of the real performance of the office —
for this period we can label it as the presiden-
tial form of government. However, this notion
is not based on a vague written constitutional
text, but on the performance of the post by
Charles de Gaulle, which was characterized
by the trespassing of the constitutional frame-
work — the most of the political entities in
the country, as well as the majority of French
citizens, tolerated it until 1969.

What about the length of the presidential
mandate it was set on seven years. “In 1958,
the seven-year mandate was asserted as
the traditional term of the head of state but it
was mainly perceived as being long enough
for the president to represent a certain conti-
nuity of the regime” [9, p. 104].

The situation changed after referendum in
2000 — the length of the presidential mandate
was shorten to five years (the first president
elected for five years was Jacques Chirac).

The most important change of the consti-
tution was initiated by Charles de Gaulle — it
was connected with the election of president
of republic. Initially, the president of republic
was elected indirectly — by special electoral
board. The reason of Charles de Gaulle was
clear — to weaken the role of political parties.
Later he changed his mind — and in 1962 in
referendum was approved new form of elec-
tion of the president — direct. Of course,
the 1965 presidential elections (the first under
the new conditions) were closely watched.

For Charles de Gaulle himself,
the 1965 presidential election was a surprise.
General de Gaulle was sure of his position
and popularity in France. For this reason too,
he did not pay much attention to the elec-
toral campaign. He and his team generally
expected Charles de Gaulle to win the first
round of the presidential election. In the first
round, Charles de Gaulle did not gain an abso-
lute majority, and only the second round, in
which Chares de Gaulle defeated Francois
Mitterand, decided the election.
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Source: [11]
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Conclusions

Charles de Gaulle was convinced that he
personified France and that his devoted fol-
lowers would follow him. It is clear that he
had several times rescued France and French
democracy.

He was surprised by the events
of 1968 in the country — and when he lost
referendum in 1969 (Figure 6) he decided
to retire.

The de Gaulle itself embodied two tradi-
tions of French political history:

1) the tradition of authority, order and sta-
bility as they were in the past represented by
the monarch, the Catholic Church and the army

2) the tradition of the slogans of the French
Revolution “Liberté, Egalité, Fraternité”,
which have claimed the legacy of the revo-
lution but also the subsequent republican
regimes [8, p. 401].
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